
Town hall: march 7, 2019 
New song church 



General Conference 2019 



Background 

It was the recommendation 
from General Conference 2016 to 
form the Commission on a Way 
Forward.  It was a charge to help 
the Church move forward on the 
three major/main questions: 
 
1. Incompatibility Language 
 
2. Same-Gender marriage 
 
3. Ordination 



Incompatibility 
language (Defined) 

Since 1972, the language 
in the United Methodist 
Book of Discipline has 
stated: 
 

“Homosexuality is 
incompatible with 
Christian teaching.” 



LGBTQIA+ (Defined) 

• Lesbian 
• Gay 
• Bisexual 
• Transgender 
• Queer (Some would say: Questioning) 

• Intersex 
• Asexual (Some would say: Allies) 

• + (All others) 



The Three plans  
(in no particular order) 

One Church Plan 
 
Traditional Plan  
 
Connectional Church 
Plan 



What is General 
Conference? 

• Only body that officialy “speaks” for UMC.  

• Generally meets every 4 years.  

• Global body of delegates from each 

Annual Conference 

• Delegate numbers are based upon 

Conference memberships 

• Equal number of clergy and lay 

delegates  





Global Representation 

864 total delegates  
• 504 from the USA (58%) 

• 260 from Africa (30%) 

• 50 from the Philippines (6%) 

• 40 from Europe and Eurasia (5%) 

• 10 from "concordat" churches 

with whom The UMC has special 

partnerships (1%) 

• 22 Lay/Clergy from Virginia  



Legislative Priorities  

1. WesPath petitions 

2. Traditional Plan 

3. Disaffiliation    

    petitions (exit plans) 

4. One Church Plan 



What Happened? 



What Happened? 

WesPath Petitions 



What Happened? 

Minority Report on One 

Church Plan 

 

- Failed by 6% points. 

- Would have allowed for 

more inclusion, not less 



What Happened? 

Traditional Church Plan 

Petitions: 

- Affirm language in 

current book of Discipline. 

- Stiffens penalties on 

clergy who violate rules. 



What Happened? 

Disaffiliation Petitions 

 

- Would allow for a 

“gracious exit” despite 

Trust Clause provision. 



What don't we know? 

Constitutionality 

Questions: 

 

Judicial Council Meeting: 

April 23-25, 2019 



wHat about my local 
church? 

For churches following the 

current Book of Discipline, 

there will be no significant 

changes without 

significant legislative work 

completed at Conference. 



wHat about my local 
church? 
• New Song will neither 

conduct or host  

same-gender weddings 

on-site or off-site. 

• If clergy do, penalties 

have been refined. 



New song questions: 

30+ questions were from 

20+ people that were 

then broken into 

“Primary” Categories. 

(Not all will be able to 

be answered tonight.) 

 



New song:  
Thanks for attending! 


